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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 02122 251514Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 FMC-02 /033 W 

260458Z 103411 /11 

R 251428Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5416 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 2122 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ECON, IS 

SUBJECT: DOCK WORKERS STRIKE 

REF: TEL AVIV 2071 

1 . FOLLOWING THE ISSUANCE OF GOVERNMENT BACK TO WORK 
ORDERS, DOCKERS AT ISRAEL'S THREE PORTS RESUMED WORK ON 
MARCH 24. THE ORDERS WEREISSUED AFTER CONSULTATIONS 
BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE MINISTERS OF TRANS- 
PORTATION, FINANCE, AGRICULTURE & JUSTICE. 

2. LATE REPORTS INDICATE HOWEVER THAT THE DOCKERS HAVE 
RESUMED WORK AT A PACE MUCH SLOWER THAN NORMAL. WITH 
THE ACCUMULATION OF CARGOES AT THE PORTS FOLLOWING THE 
TWO-DAY STRIKE, THE SITUATION REMAINS SERIOUS. AS A 
RESULT OF THE SLOWDOWN, THE CITRUS FARMERS (WHO WERE THE 
CHIEF CASUALTY OF THE STRIKE) HAVE DECIDED TO SUSPEND 
HARVESTING FOR THE TIME BEING TO AVOID LOSS OF THE FRUIT 

IN THE UNSEASONABLY HOT WEATHER. 

3. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PORTS 
AUTHORITY OF THE ONE HAND AND THE WORKERS ON THE 
OTHER HAND IS REPORTED TO BE TENSE. 
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